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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 24, 2015 
 

           

 CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 7:06 p.m., The Mayor called the meeting to order and stated that adequate notice of this meeting has 

been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting will not go substantially past 10:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and the Mayor answered present. Mr. 

Pirone was absent. Also present was Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator John 

Bussiculo and Deputy Clerk Patty Donahue. Township Clerk Ana Minkoff was absent.   

 

The Mayor announced that the Agenda would be moved around a bit as there was a special event which 

will take place first.  He also stated that the Executive Session would occur early tonight and elaborated. 

 

PROCLAMATION  

 

Mrs. Helen Kirsch – Board Member of the Year 

 

The Mayor stated that we were honoring Helen Kirsch for her 33 years (of service.)  He read the 

Township’s Proclamation describing her Board of Education service and congratulated Helen and her 

family.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION -   

 

- Contract Negotiations/Land Acquisition-Little Flower Church 

- Attorney-Client Privilege – Matula v. Berkeley Heights 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

(7:13 p.m.) 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to go out of Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

(7:26 p.m.) 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 
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FLAG SALUTE 

 

The Mayor asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute.   

 

 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Delia – Mr. Delia stated that he wanted to address when he was attacked at the last meeting by an 

individual and felt like he needed to defend himself.  He stated that two people were removed for theft. 

He elaborated and stated that he wanted the public to know that he isn’t the bad guy and he is doing what 

ddis right. He further elaborated. He stated that he was doing his job which is defending the residents’ 

money. 

 

Mr. Hall – Mr. Hall had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Faecher – Mr. Faecher had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pastore – Mr. Pastore spoke about the upcoming concert for Veterans’ Memorial Park (at 

Westminster) and stated that he hoped people would attend (as money will go to the Foundation.) He also 

gave a brief update on Memorial Park. 

      

Mrs. Kingsley – Mrs. Kingsley spoke about the upcoming Winter Walk (after the Tree Lighting on 

December 5th.) 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

 

Mayor Woodruff - spoke about 1) his attendance at the League last week; 2) attending the St. Andrew’s 

Interfaith Service the previous night; and 3) the upcoming December 3rd concert (which will benefit the 

Memorial Park Fund.) 

 

Mr. Bussiculo –  Mr. Bussiculo reported about 1) a County update for the de-snagging (December 2nd;) 

2) Parking Permit Update; 3) Annual Santa visit on December 5th in Township Hall and the Annual Tree 

Lighting; 4) Recreation programs; 5) Leaf collection update (place leaves in paper bags.)  He spoke about 

a current discussion as to whether bags should be eliminated for next year; 6) Chipping Program is 

complete; 7) Park Avenue cracked ceiling will be done under the Morris County Co-op; 8) Salt Dome 

Repairs; 9) Police Dispatch Room Leaks; 10) Lord Littell Museum Roof Repair quotes are being 

received; 11) Fire House electric quotes for installation of the generator; 12) “Gov” Deals Auction will be 

on November 30th; 13) Street Sweeping update; 14) Leaf Collection Update; 15) Pot holes repair; 16) Salt 

spreader/plow installation and calcium chloride and salt primer stock update;  17) the need to purchase a 

shed ($700;) 18) looking for a container (to purchase) a container for street sweepings; 19) Building 

department activity report; 20) the Tin claw current rental situation and purchase option. 

  

Mr. Faecher asked for a Tin claw cost benefit analysis.  The Mayor asked the Council for their feeling on 

this. Discussion ensued. Mr. Hall asked about its use in the winter time. Further discussion ensued.  

 

The Mayor asked whether there was anything else on the website situation. Discussion ensued regarding 

Swiftreach,(the Alerts system;) Facebook for Municipalities and for Berkeley Heights, the updated 

website and expected start date (Mr. Bussiculo, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore.)  
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Moved by Mr. Hall to accept and approve the Township Council and Administration Reports, seconded 

by Mr. Faecher and upon roll call vote. 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

 

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to open the Hearing on Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon 

roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

The Mayor spoke about a gift for the town which he picked up at the “League” – an egg timer and 

announced that it would be our new timer.  

 

Mr. Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road asked for the time in the Executive Session on the two items. Mr. 

Delia answered that Little Flower was 7:12 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. and the Carol Matula issue was 7:20 p.m. to 

7:24 p.m.  

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Faecher to close the Hearing on Agenda items, seconded by Mrs. 

Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES INTRODUCED ON 

NOVEMBER 10, 2015: 

 

The Deputy Clerk presented and read: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM RATE 

OF SALARY AND COMPENSATION OF ELECTED AND APPOINTED 

TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS, AND NON-UNION EMPLOYEES IN THE 

VARIOUS MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

BERKELEY HEIGHTS.” Explanation:  This Ordinance amends the Township’s current 

Salary Ordinance (Ordinance #5-2015) to update and add the salary ranges for the various 

positions. 
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Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to open the public hearing on the ordinance as read by the Township Deputy 

Clerk, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mrs. Kingsley to close the public hearing on the ordinance as read by the 

Township Deputy Clerk, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

 Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley that the ordinance as read by the Township Deputy Clerk and hearing held 

hereon is adopted on final passage and the Township Clerk is directed to advertise it in the Courier News, 

seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote:  

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 

1. Resolution approving Bill List dated November 24, 2015 in the amount of  

173,142.26. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolution: 

 

2. Resolution authorizing the Township to enter into the Second Amendment to the 

Memorandum of Understanding with Little Flower Church extending the term of the 

MOU to February 28, 2016. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mr. Pastore and carried. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that the Township received a letter from Little Flower’s attorneys on November 12, 2015 

which requested an extension to the MOU.  He elaborated on the letter and its receipt.  
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Mrs. Kingsley stated that she would be abstaining from the vote.  

 

Mr. Sordillo stated they were still working on the terms of the Contract and that any updates would be 

discussed at an open Council meeting.  

 

Upon roll call vote. 

 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Pastore 

 Nays:     Mr. Delia 

 Abstain:   Mrs. Kingsley 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolution: 

 

3. Resolution authorizing transfers within the 2015 Municipal Budget and Reserves. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve resolution #3, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

Mr. Faecher introduced the following resolution: 

 

4. Resolution voiding Resolution #145-2015, Sadal Wines, liquor license #2001-44-

001-003. 

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to approve resolution #4, seconded by Mr. Pastore and carried. 

 

Mr. Sordillo provided background on the resolutions (four for Sadal Wines.) 

 

Upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore. 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

Mrs. Kingsley introduced the following resolution: 

 

 

5. Resolution authorizing the 2015/2016 Sadal Wines Liquor license for a period ending 

June 30, 2016. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to approve resolution #5, seconded by Mr. Faecher and carried. 

 

Mr. Delia stated that it was going where Yogoccino was. 
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Upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 

6. Resolution voiding Resolution #210-2015, Place-to Place Transfer for Sadal Wines, 

Inc. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #6, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and carried. 

 

Mr. Delia spoke about that location being the site of a liquor store years ago. 

 

Upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

Mr. Hall introduced the following resolution: 

 

7. Resolution authorizing the Place-to-Place transfer of Plenary Retail Distribution 

License #2001-44-001-003, Sadal Wines Inc. at 440 Springfield Avenue.   

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to approve resolution #7, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

CONSENT AGENDA –  

 

All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be  

enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 

that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolutions: 

(8. a-c) 

 

 

a. Resolution authorizing the Tax Collector to refund the following 2015 tax 

overpayment: 

1.Robert & Irene McQuillan         159 Emerson Lane  $3,164.16 

2.Matthew & Melissa Redente  6 Lackawanna Blvd. $6,386.25  
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b. Resolution authorizing fireworks display on December 5, 2015 at the annual tree 

lighting ceremony at Memorial Field. 

 

c. Resolution authorizing the release of a Performance Surety Bond and Cash 

Performance bond for Alcatel-Lucent, USA, Inc.  

AMENDING RESOLUTION #239-2015 

   

  

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve resolution #8a through c, seconded by Mr. Hall, and carried. 

 

Mr. Sordillo stated that 8c resolution would be updated (the highlighted bold portion would be repeated 

again in the “be it resolved” section.) He stated that the numbers were correct. 

 

Upon roll call vote:  

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

 

CITIZENS HEARING  
 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to open the Citizens hearing, seconded by Mr. Hall, and upon roll call vote: 

    

Ayes:        Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mr. Pirone 

 

Mrs. Helen Kirsch of 80 Old Farm Road thanked Mr. Bussiculo, Mr. Bocchino, and the DPW staff for 

finally taking care of a deteriorated tree in her front yard.  She also thanked the Council for the resolution 

tonight and elaborated.  

 

Mr. Jess Germansky of 30 Lawrence Drive asked about the Tree Program’s status. Discussion ensued 

(Mr. Hall.) 

 

Mr. Gerald Kuzmik of Eaton Court stated that he had a couple of things on his mind: 1) the hiring of the 

Assistant to the Town Engineer. He stated that he hadn’t seen this new person and asked whether he was 

required to attend these meetings. Discussion ensued (Mr. Bussiculo;) 2) Leaf Pickup and DPW vehicles.  

Discussion ensued (Mr. Bussiculo and Mr. Bocchino;) 3) DPW and whether the employees were agitated 

or didn’t like their job and elaborated. Discussion ensued (Mayor, Mr. Bocchino, Mr. Bussiculo;) 4) Leaf 

collection comparison to Garbage Pickup. Discussion ensued. 

 

Mr. Stephen Yellin of 130 Dogwood Lane stated that he recently went on an impromptu tour of the DPW 

yard with Mr. Bussiculo. He continued that he had a similar tour four years ago. Mr. Yellin commented 

that there was significant progress in the overall quality of the DPW yard and elaborated.  

 

Mr. Mike Abatemarco of 4 Lackawanna Boulevard stated that he would like to challenge a delinquent 

property tax notice and elaborated.  Discussion ensued (Mr. Bussiculo, The Mayor, Mr. Marceau, Mr. 

Sordillo.) 
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Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Faecher to close the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley, and Mr. Pastore  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

(8:19 p.m.) 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Pastore 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     Mr. Pirone 

 

 

Approved:  January 12, 2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 


